Age Progression and Forensic Imaging
Use of this advanced technology, whereby forensic artists use sophisticated computer software to create age-progressed images of long-term missing children, led to 45 recoveries. For fiscal year 2001, at the recommendation of Congress, NCMEC will provide a case manager to help medical examiners identify the remains of missing children using forensic imaging.
International Cases
International child abduction cases increased to 1,697 in 2000, up 66.7 percent from 1999. Of those cases, NCMEC located and returned 1,374 children, a 72.4-percent increase over 1999.
CyberTipline/CyberTipline II
Launched in 1998, CyberTipline (www.cybertipline.com) allows online computer users to report information regarding the enticement of children for pornography, sex tourism, prostitution, molestation, and other sexual acts. To date, NCMEC's CyberTipline has received more than 38,000 reports of child pornography or child exploitation that have been forwarded to the appropriate law enforcement agencies. CyberTipline II, an enhanced CyberTipline, is up and running as a result of the Internet Service Providers (ISPs) Mandatory Reporting Law, 42 U.S.C. §13032(b)(1), which
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Since 1982, the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC) has spearheaded the national effort to prevent child abductions and return missing and exploited children to their families. In partnership with the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP), NCMEC continues to enhance and expand its ability to offer critical intervention and prevention services to families and support law enforcement agencies at the Federal, State, and local levels in cases involving missing or exploited children.
On October 12, 1999, exactly 15 years after the Missing Children's Assistance Act of 1984 (MCAA) was signed, the Missing, Exploited, and Runaway Children Protection Act, Public Law 106-71, was enacted, amending MCAA and directing OJJDP to award an annual grant to NCMEC. The 1999 statute directs NCMEC to operate a national 24-hour toll-free telephone hotline for callers to report information on missing children and an official national resource center and information clearinghouse for missing and exploited children. Under the law, NCMEC must also coordinate public and private programs that locate and recover missing children and reunite them with their families; assist families and law enforcement in locating and recovering missing and exploited children; and provide training and technical assistance in the prevention, investigation, prosecution, and treatment of cases involving missing and exploited children.
Recent Achievements
Over the years, NCMEC has continued to improve its services and programs. Some of its accomplishments are described in the following paragraphs.
Toll-Free Hotline
Since 1984, NCMEC has received more than 1.5 million calls from around the world. The 24-hour hotline (800-THE-LOST), with 23 incoming lines, can handle phone calls in more than 140 languages. Once a call is received, photos and reports of missing children can be forwarded immediately to appropriate law enforcement agencies, nonprofit organizations, and State missing children clearinghouses. 
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Official Business
Penalty for Private Use $300 requires ISPs to report any apparent child pornography to NCMEC. CyberTipline II can handle a much higher volume of online traffic and accept information such as photographs, videos, and other materials involving children that appear to be sexually explicit. Law enforcement agencies can now view these materials immediately upon receipt of a CyberTipline II report.
Newborns Abducted From Medical Settings
NCMEC continues to provide healthcare professionals nationally accredited training on infant security in medical settings. To date, more than 52,592 personnel have completed training and more than 803 hospitals have received onsite security assessments.
Case Analysis and Support
NCMEC continues to provide high-level case analysis and assessment to families and law enforcement. Behavioral assessments of perpetrators, used in conjunction with sightings of missing children; a geographic imaging system, used to plot and analyze locations of sightings; and access to Federal and private database search tools (e.g., Database Technologies' AutoTrack Plus and ChoicePoint) support law enforcement investigations and help verify reported leads and sightings.
Training
NCMEC provides law enforcement officers, prosecutors, and other criminal justice professionals training in the investigation, detection, and prosecution of child sexual exploitation and missing children cases. The Jimmy Ryce Law Enforcement Training Center, alone, has trained more than 1,512 police chiefs and sheriffs and more than 1,060 unit commanders through seminars for chief executive officers and "Protecting Children Online" courses for unit commanders. 
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